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A Comparative Analysis of Japanese and Chinese Television Broadcasts of
the Beijing Olympics Opening Ceremony

MASUDA Sachiko *

Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to examine the television programs of the 2008 Beijing
Summer Olympics opening ceremony, which were broadcast in Japan on NHK (Japan
Broadcasting Corporation) and in China on CCTV (Chinese Central Television), and recorded in
both countries for comparative analysis. The modern Olympics are broadcast on television
throughout the world as typical media events. Particularly, Olympic opening ceremonies in recent
years tend to emphasize an artistic program focused on the culture and history of the host
country rather than traditional Olympic rituals, and are increasingly becoming media events that
are spectacularized. The opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympics was such an event, produced
and transmitted globally. Both programs analyzed are mediated and reconstructed from two clear
perspectives; CCTV as Olympic host and NHK as spectator enjoying the opening ceremony.
Specific points of differences were apparent in the “narratives” adopted by the commentators, as
well as visual differences such as the frequent use of screen captions and subtitles on CCTV, and

the insertion of various shots of national VIPs and spectators in the auditorium on CCTV.

Keywords: Beijing Olympics opening ceremony, CCTV, NHK, broadcasting, media event, narrative
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