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Current Status of Child Protection in the U.K. and Future Directions:
Based on the incidents of Victoria Climbié and ‘Baby P’

SAKURADANI Mariko *

Abstract: In recent years, there have been about 55 cases annually where children died from
abuse in the U.K. This issue generates intense public interest, and whenever the death of a child
from abuse is reported by the mass media, the public actively blames social workers and criticizes
them heavily for making poor risk judgments.

So far, the British government has reformed the legal system several times in efforts to prevent
child abuse. In 2000 and 2007, however, tragic incidents occurred in the same district, leading to
the establishment of a public verification committee. This paper studied proposals and
recommendations made by the committee concerning the two incidents. The study indicated that
the improvement of social workers’ expertise, appropriate supervision, collaboration with relevant
authorities, and clarification of responsibility still remain major issues. Following the Victoria
Climbie incident in 2000, recommendations were made to enhance education and training systems
for social work profession, promote closer collaboration with relevant authorities by conducting
joint training programs, and reinforce support systems for children and their families. However,
the study revealed that there was not sufficient improvement over these issues.

In fact, it is not easy for social workers to intervene and provide support while balancing
children’s safety and family support. This is a difficult task that involves uncertainty in risk
judgment. To address this situation, this study suggests the need for further enhancing the quality
of training for social workers. In addition, it was found that providing support to children and their
families is indispensable in the prevention of child abuse and that the government needs to

strengthen necessary measures.

Keywords: child abuse, child protection, the Laming Report, social worker
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