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Contemporary Artist SHIMAMOTO Shozo and Performance

ENDO Yasuko *

Abstract: The contemporary artist SHIMAMOTO Shozo worked with SUGIYAMA Susumu,
Professor of College of Science and Engineering, Ritsumeikan University, to create nano art — the
smallest art works in the world — and presented the work at Trevi Flash Art Museum (Italy) in
2005. For the exhibition, I accompanied them to Italy to do a live performance against the
background of their nano art. Based on this experience, this paper explores four key elements:
(1) nano art and performance: nano-art creation process and performance against the background
of nano art, (2) a profile of SHIMAMOTO Shozo: his major art works and activities, (3) his
notable works — mail art, nyotaku (ink rubbing of a female body on paper) and skin-head art —
and (4) factors influencing his art.

In addition to the exhibitions of his avant-garde, innovative and daring works, SHIMAMOTO
Shozo has called for the elimination of discrimination against women through his works. He also
participated in the Sacred Run held in Europe, which is an annual running event proposed and
planned by Native American Dennis Banks as part of his efforts to fight against racial problems
and for global environmental protection. Major influences on SHIMAMOTO are (1) YOSHIHARA
Jiro, (2) the writing of Nantembo, a Japanese Buddhist monk, (3) paintings by infants and

mentally-handicapped children, and (4) his broad network including people in various fields.

Keywords: nano art, performance, SHIMAMOTO Shozo, mail art, nyotaku (ink rubbing of a

female body on paper), skin-head art
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