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Summary

This study interrogates the meaning of the war memory of Japanese American by focusing on the
life about Japanese American, Nisei (second generation) Jimmy Tsutomu Mirikitani who was
born in Sacramento, California and documentary film “The Cats of Mirikitani.” After Japanese army
attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066,
and by this order Japanese Americans, who had their roots in Japan (Japanese ancestors) and
lived in the West Coast, were forced to evacuated to the concentration camps during the World War
II. In the concentration camps, Japanese Americans were forced to answer the loyalty
questionnaire. This thought investigation brought division —so called “loyal” or “disloyal”— to the
Japanese American. Even today, this division category still remains. This paper challenges this
binary structure by thinking the possibility of the agency through the life of artist Mirikitani and
the documentary film.
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