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Abstract

This study focusses on the existence of a grammatical device, which can express politeness in
performing the speech act of “correction”. Correcting an error made by the interlocutor is a “face
threatening act”. One polite way of performing this act is to avoid the use of the 2" person subject.
The existence of such a grammatical device has been noted from the contrastive observation made
between advanced learners and native speakers of Japanese in this study. 29.6% of the advanced
learners of Japanese employed the 2" person pronoun subject, whereas only 3.3% of the native
speakers used this rather impolite manner of expressing the idea. Grammatical devices such as the
choice of subjects noted in this study can influence the level of politeness in Japanese, suggesting

the interface between pragmatics and grammar.
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