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Security Governance Without a Standing Force:
The Case of Costa Rica

The Concept of Security Governance tries to grasp cooperation and collaboration among
states and non-state actors in the field of security. However, existing literatures on Security
Governance could not fully utilize the potential of this concept as they mainly focus on cases in
Western states. In non-Western regions, the way various actors cooperate as well as compete with
each other to achieve security can be totally different from the situation in Western states.

This article analyzes how the Republic of Costa Rica, which does not have any standing
force, has been pursuing its security policy. While Costa Rica’s unarmed policy is often praised, it
is not well studied. Why did the government of Costa Rica decide to abolish its standing force in
1948 when the international environment surrounding the country was not at all stable? And how
has Costa Rica pursued its security policy without its own military force since then? By answering
these questions, this article seeks to expand the concept of Security Governance as well as to fill

the gap in Costa Rica’s security policy literature.

(ADACHI, Kenki, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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