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A study of the “Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015”:
Concerning Participation of Roma and
a Gap between East and West

This article discusses how Roma protection policies in Europe have been framed following
the 1990s, and identifies the main characteristics of these policies through the case of the
“Decade of Roma Inclusion.” The “Decade” was an international initiative which was launched as
a result of efforts by the World Bank and the Open Society Institute, focusing on the elimination
of discrimination against Roma people and closing the gap between Roma and the rest of society.
Participants of the “Decade” included state government officials, policymakers of international
organizations and NGOs, Roma organizations and individual Roma representatives. The initiative
was expected to work as a platform for policymaking about the issue of Roma integration in
Europe. The purpose was fulfilled to a certain extent in constructing an institutional framework
for Roma protection among the European international organizations, while the real situations of
Roma people were not remarkably improved. However, the problems were not just in the
ineffectiveness of the specific activities in the initiative, but also in the established framework
itself. Two problems were identified in the article: one problem is a gap between eastern and
western countries of Europe regarding the requirement and fulfillment of Roma protection
criteria, and the other problem is the participation of Roma who are specifically targeted in
protection policies. These problems have remained as challenges for more effective and equitable

Roma integration policies after the “Decade” initiative formally ended.

(YAMAKAWA, Takashi, Part-time Lecturer, Ritsumeikan University)
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