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Trump's Enactment of Anti-Obama Policies and Japan's
Industrial Course in an Unsustainable Era

Donald John Trump won a surprising victory in the United States of America’s presidential
election in 2016. He campaigned successfully by responding to many demands and
dissatisfactions of middle-class American workers in the traditional industrial areas known as the
Rust Belt, and defeated Hillary Rodham Clinton of the Democratic Party, who was supported by
information and telecommunication industries in California and financial groups in Wall Street.

In order to discontinue Obama's economic, social and diplomatic policies, President Trump
signed more than 30 executive orders in the first 100 days and emphasized his achievements.
However it is questionable whether these actions are really effective in practical terms.

Japanese industries are now at a crossroads in terms of future industrial development. They have
three different options. One is further commitment to overseas production, the course taken
mainly by automobile industries. The second option is reshoring into domestic production under
the robotic cell production system, the course taken mainly by household electrical industries.
And the third course is transformation into information industries, which are very popular now.

The prospects of Japanese companies will involve various problems in any course.

(SEKISHITA, Minoru, Professor Emeritus, Ritsumeikan University)
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