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The National Ideology of Contemporary Croatia and its
Europeanization:
The Case of Roma Protection Policy

This paper examines how the European integration process has influenced the shaping of
Croatia’s Roma protection policy and the reshaping of Croatian national ideology. An analysis is
conducted through the frameworks of “redistribution” and “recognition.”

The European Roma policy was shaped in a universalistic way because they objectified the
Roma as a transnational minority. It was early in the 1990s when the first comprehensive Roma
protection policy was created at the European level. After the accession of the Central and
Eastern European countries in 2004, the EU became the leading organization for Roma policy in
Europe. Though the central focus of Europe’s Roma protection policy shifted to the redistributive
economic situation, specific policies were created by different national governments.
Consequently, the European Roma policy took on the character of redistribution with recognition
of national ideologies.

This aspect decided the direction of Croatia’s Roma protection policy which was created for
the purpose of participation in the European integration process. Croatia had adopted a series of
strategic documents for Roma protection since 2003. These documents showed a clear tendency
to suggest Roma protection in redistributive way while seeing “cultural specificity” of the Roma as
the main obstacle to their integration to the Croatian society. This means that Croatia built a
redistributive Roma protection policy but firmly stood on its national ideology. As Europe
recognized equally both the individualities of Croatian national ideology and Roma identity, the
Europeanization of Roma policy did not pose a question on the Croatian national ideology itself,

although the Roma would be practically assimilated by that Croatian Roma “protection” policy.

(YAMAKAWA, Takashi, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)

(407 ) 159






