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The Northern Territories problem from the perspective of the Soviet Union:
analyzing YAPONIYA ezhegodnik (yearbook JAPAN)

How well does Japan understand the Russian perspective on the South Kuril Islands
Dispute? What are the origins of the contemporary Russian position on this territorial issue?

Despite a good deal of research in the field, Japanese scholarship is yet insufficient in
understanding the Russian perspective on the territorial dispute between Japan and Russia,
known as the Northern Territories problem in Japan and the South Kuril Islands Dispute in
Russia. Understanding contemporary Russian politics on the above territorial dispute, which
prevents both countries from realizing the full normalization of relations by signing a peace treaty
and moving beyond Cold War era relations, requires a deeper inquiry into Soviet-period logic.

This paper calls for a closer look at the arguments of Soviet scholars on Soviet-Japanese
relations. While it is commonly known that the Soviet Union denied the existence of the Northern
Territories problem, the kind of arguments and reasons that underlay this position are much less
well understood. The content of this paper covers the major contributions by Soviet scholars
published in the annual Soviet journal on Japanese studies, YAPONIYA ezhegodnik from 1972 to
1990 and analyses the major development of the Soviet position related to Japan. Such analysis
discusses the arguments of the Soviet scholars through two decades, revealing the fundaments of
the Soviet position, which include the importance of the results of World War Two, generally
known in Russian as the Great Patriotic War, for the international order.

The above analysis helps to deepen understanding of the origins of Russia’s stance in this
unresolved territorial dispute and thus the connection and continuity between the Soviet and

contemporary Russian approach towards the territorial dispute.

(OSAKI, Iwao, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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