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“Yasukuni” and the Crisis of ‘Recognition’ in Modernity:
The Origin of the Problem in Post-war Japanese Society

Yasukuni Shrine, one of the most controversial institutions in contemporary Japan, has been
a social apparatus through which various different types of “unrecognized” social desires have
been represented. A key concept to understand what Yasukuni has stood for is “desire for
recognition.”

The rapid modernization process that Japan experienced resulted in marginalized
recognition for those who died in the war. This paper argues that what was lost or perceived to be
lost during the early post-war era was “a cultural framework to recognize the war dead.”

By the 1960s, it was clear that “Japan” had become something “different” from “the Japan” for
which soldiers had sacrificed their lives. In a course of economic growth and material prosperity,
a sense of “indebtedness” also developed. Put into this context, Yasukuni can be understood as an
a means through which those who have been marginalized in the course of modernity show

themselves in need for recognition.

(ITO, Kenichiro, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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