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W5EEER 58 4Dt E, 30 HOBHSUE L Kb,

%2 0K L, HELZED ] (Weighted majority) TH b, ZOHAIL, #HERICHz-
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7eYiG, TER] #E LT, HGESIISKREZMNICHET L2205 TE5L LTV,
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L, L, HEOBHICEETLEVIDBDTH L, 2%, ZOREEI7T)FrEBBLY
TANT v REEERERET 2 BUANH#RATH L LW LB TES 9,

Z=F =AM, ZHZH NSMCOREICHLT, EE=7A4A1VT Fih#Esodb LICHE
PNBIEEZRDTVED, RVT 7 A MFETIE, =24 = AMOEREIERHAEINT,

56 (638)



1998 4F [NV 7 7 A2 MIFFEE] o (2-5%) ()

NSMC & BIC ZHi#DVHE BT HHOTEIRL, WE2b0L LTHESIT SR TWA,
EIRBUMH & OBRTIE, NSMC BRI 2 0L SN, BIC L LAZOSMIEL N
EWNEEHEALE L TVEDTONTVWEDTHS, TR, ==X ML o> TTHES
DM ZIHHETLIDE L TR ANSNLZ LD, 2F 0, kT4 VT ¥ FOMIAE
I IFRITHIzo T, EEE OBREMIEL ) 2L L TH@EIN/0TH D W, )T,
TANVT ¥ FEIFIE, EE=TA41VT Y FFEKIIH LT, BolTERIIS 2 L 2w
MM Cld oz SbhTwb, LaL, NSMC, BIC, BIIC #4 LT, &&74 VT~

FIEIZT AV T ¥ FIAEBAE S § 2 MR 2 EMICHRE SN 2 L3RR R ERE Fo
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AMEEIZED, XTANT Y FETANT Y FREORKRY, 30727 v—va YWk
DBONRLTzTFL—2a b, ELTH—TANT ¥ FOEENEEBEICEITT 2
BWREIZEPNIZOZERTWDEIDOTH S, 7225, 1998 FEEEICBWT, T4 VT ¥ FBUFIE,
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The Political Character of the 1998 Belfast Agreement (2)

The purpose of this paper is to rethink the political character and nature of institutional
structures based on the Belfast Agreement of 10 April 1998. This agreement was a political
achievement reached by eight conflicting political parties together with the United Kingdom and
the Republic of Ireland in the Multi-party Negotiations of 1996-1998. In Northern Ireland, since
the first introduction of direct rule in1972, only two formal agreements have been supported by
major parties of the nationalists and unionists, the Sunningdale Agreement of 1973 and the Belfast
Agreement of 1998, which were, in essence, consociational settlements with a strong cross-border
dimension.

The Sunningdale Agreement of 1973 was crushed by violent reaction of the anti-agreement
wings of unionists and loyalists: Democratic Unionist Party, Vanguard Unionist, Orange Order
and the United Ulster Unionist Council. However, despite this violent reaction by unionist/
Loyalist hardliners, a devolved Northern Assembly was returned in 2007. And the Belfast
Agreement remains in effect as the basic political principle in contemporary Northern Ireland.

Why did the Belfast Agreement have a chance of success whereas the Sunningdale
Agreement failed? Despite their similarities, there are a number of significant differences. This
important point is the question whether it recognises mutually (1) national self-determination, (2)
both identity and (3) inter-island co-operation (= Irish dimension) or not. The Belfast Agreement
is a political arrangement that meets four of the criteria; (1) consent principle, (2) cross-
community executive power-sharing, (2) proportionality rules, (3) community autonomy and
equality in both cultures.

This paper focuses on the consent principle and proportionality rules as the important
criteria of this Agreement, because they are significant bases of the consensus democracy that
was laid down by Arend Lijphart.

Finally, the Belfast Agreement is a political arrangement not intended to settle the causes of a
divided society in Northern Ireland and an unavoidable conflict between nationalists and unionists
based on different national identities, but to provide opportunities and space for bargaining and

consensus-building between both communities.

(MINAMINO, Yasuyoshi, Professor, College of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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