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Comparison of International Human Trafficking Issue and Policy Formation Process

between Japan and Korea

This study compares the dynamics of policy changes of Japan and Korea with respect to
international human trafficking. Most of previous studies evaluated that the policy changes of Korea
and Japan were due to the pressures from the UN Protocol and the Human Trafficking Report by U.S.
State Department. As a matter of fact, Japan and Korea have quickly established the policies for
punishment, prevention and protection when there was a criticism from the US. Therefore, the
mainstream of previous studies has understood and argued that the policy changes were due to
external pressures. It, however, cannot be asserted that the external pressures were the only cause of
policy changes. In addition, most of the numerous papers or reports in both Korea and Japan focus
more on evaluation of the established policies, not on the process of policy formation. This study
attempts to analyze the policy changes with multilateral comparative analyses, focusing on the
process of policy formation. As a result of the analyses, the study concluded that the changes in both
countries were made more by domestic factors (social and political factors) than external pressures.
Furthermore, understanding this fact will be helpful in terms of policy responses of both countries in

the future, and meaningful in the strategic aspects of civil societies,which request policy change.

(KWAK, BYUNG IK, Doctor Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations,Ritsumeikan University)
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