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The Struggle Process of Kim Jong-pil for the Democratic Liberal Party
in South Korea (1990-1992)

This paper is to discover factors behind the defeat of Kim Jong-pil in
political rivalry in 1990-1992 of Korean politics, a part of so called "Roh and Three
Kims Era" (1988 -2003).

In this period, there were four significant power political leaders in South
Korea: Roh Tae-woo, Kim Dae-jung, Kim Young-sam, and Kim Jong-pil. Roh Taewoo
was the president at that time and all of them were the party bosses until 1989. The
three parties of Roh Tae-woo, Kim Young-sam, and Kim Jong-pil merged into the
new and big ruling party in 1990. Roh Tae-woo took office as the primary leader in
this new party. Yet, Kim Young-sam and Kim Jong-pil took office as the secondary
one. In this political dynamic, Kim Jong-pil planned to make the initiative to the
party and, accordingly, expected to be appointed as a successor to the Roh Tae-woo.
Kim Jong-pil also attempted to amend the Constitution from the presidential system
to the parliamentary system. However, Kim Jong-pil endeavor was fail as Kim
Young-sam had more initiative to restore the party and finally in 1992 was appointed
as a successor to the Roh Tae-woo. Other important aspect was the success of Kim
Young-sam to stop the amendment of the Constitution.

This paper attempts to answer the failure of Kim Jong-pil to struggle for
power in 1990-1992. Accordingly, the paper analyzes the issue in two phases. The
first is from the establishment of the new government party to the Incident of
Parliamentary System Note (1990). The second phase is the presidential candidate

rivalry within the party (1992).

(IKOMA, Tomokazu, Doctoral Program in International Relations,

Graduate School of International Relations, Ritsumeikan University)
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