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The First North Korean Nuclear Crisis Revisited from the Perspective of
Defensive Realism
CHOI Jung Hoon

Abstract

D.P.R.Korea (North Korea) declared for the first that they were a nuclear-armed
state in the Constitution Revision in Apr. 2012.  While some may argue that it is
doubtful if North Korea has possessed nuclear weapons, it seemsto be plausible
considering Dr. Hecker’ s words where he witnessed the presence of
approximately 2000 cutting-edge centrifuges (PT-2) for Enriched-Uranium
Program (EUP) when visiting the Nyonbyon nuclear site, North Korea, in Nov.
2010. The North Korean statement on the possession of nuclear weapons is
likely getting convincing, knowing North Korea has conducted nuclear tests twice
and short and mid-range missile tests, at least, three times since the end of the
Cold War. 1 would like to revisit the First North Korean Nuclear Crisis, the
starting point of why North Korea chose nuclear development rather than
denuclearization, in the terms of Defensive Realism in which Security Dilemmas
(S.D.) occur through the spiral of perceptions and misperceptions that
nation-states internationally exchange. Three possible causes of the First
Nuclear Crisis, or the augmentation of S.D. over the Korean Peninsula, will be
considered; the S.D. took place because of the particular situations, the end of the
Cold War and the emergence of unipolar world; the irrational and provocative

behavior by North Korea caused S.D.; the US greedy behavior resulted in the S.D.

-20 -



