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The Effects and Prospects of an Entrepreneurial Training Program
for Junior and High School Students:
A Case Study of the ‘Lake Biwa (Moriyama) Career Challenge
& Lake Biwa Pitch’ in Moriyama City, Shiga Prefecture

UEDA Junya*, SUGIYAMA Kohei**, TOMISU Hayato***,
SUGIMOTO Yuta**** YAMANAKA Tsukasa™*****

Abstract

In this study, we evaluated the impact on entrepreneurship among students who participated in the
“Lake Biwa (Moriyama) Career Challenge,” an entrepreneurial training program for junior and high
school students conducted in Moriyama City, Shiga Prefecture, and its result presentation event, “ Lake
Biwa Pitch.” From 2020 to 2022, a survey was conducted on 54 participants, focusing on the following
six areas: (1) the image of entrepreneurship, (2) willingness to participate in startup, (3) action image at
the launch of startup, (4) change in awareness of social issues, (5) understanding of finance and
monetization, and (6) future career perspectives. This study revealed a particular improvement in
understanding of finance and monetization. Furthermore, establishing a system in which young people
grow together with supporters in devising business plans has promoted the formation of a community of

young entrepreneurs in Moriyama City. These results contribute to the realization of Moriyama City’s
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goal of becoming a town that attracts entrepreneurs.
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