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Who is “Richard Baxter,” who Appeared in
Max Weber’s Protestant Ethic Article?

MITOMA Toshiyuki'

Abstract : This article aims to clarify how Weber discusses Baxter in his “The Protestant Ethics and the
Spirit of Capitalism.” Hisao Otsuka once described Baxter as a “historical intermediary” between the
“protestant ethics” and the “spirit of capitalism,” but in contrast to Otsuka’s own view, Weber described
Baxter as a man who instilled in his Puritan followers an extremely ascetic attitude toward their way of
life through pastoral practice. Because of the influence of Otsuka’s interpretation, the discussion of the
human “Lebensfiihrung,” discussed in Weber’s Protestant Ethics article, has been neglected. It is
necessary not only to correct Baxter’s position, but also to read Weber’s article from the perspective of

“Christian asceticism.”

Keywords : Weber, Baxter, the Spirit of Capitalism, Protestantism, Puritanism, asceticism, Lebensfiihrung

(way of life), caritas, public welfare

i Professor, College of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University



