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Utopia and Dystopia in the Contemporary Information
Technology Age

SAIYUKI, Magic Monkey: A Journey to the West is the most popular classic of Chinese
literature. It is an amazing story of adventures when traveling to India with the Buddhist priest
Tripitaka (Sanzohoshi) in search of sacred scriptures. It is also a dreaming story of Utopia.

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels proposed their own scientific socialism in response to the
utopian socialists represented by Charles Fourier, Henri de Saint-Simon and Robert Owen. Marx
and Engels established their own theory based on materialism and dialectic, especially historical
materialism and the logic of dialectic. They comprehensively analyzed the capitalist economy and
asserted the limits of capitalism, advocating the advent of an age of socialism after capitalism in
which people could enjoy a kind of utopian paradise in the future. This concept came into
existence in the age of industrialization in the nineteenth century, building on the historical
materialistic view of civilization.

However, it is somewhat different from the contemporary information technology age.
Human intellectual ability promotes information technology and grows intangible assets. But at
the same time it produces widening of the income gap among people. Many people have forms of
mental disease in our time. We must think about utopia and dystopia from both sides, both

materialism and mind.

(SEKISHITA, Minoru, Professor Emeritus, Ritsumeikan University)
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