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The purpose of this research is (1) to clarify the process of after-school and holiday policies for
children with disabilities, (2) to clarify issues related to after-school and holiday policies for children
with disabilities, based on the development of “social welfare basic structural reform” and current trends
in community welfare.

In particular, this study focuses on After-school day care services, which are currently the main
system for after-school and holiday services for children with disabilities, and examines issues those
policies and practice. On the other hand, this study examines the process of after-school and holiday
policies for children with disabilities. In particular, how after-school and holiday policies for children of
disabilities, which was started in 1979, have expanded over the time.

Moreover, this research focuses on (1) a critical examination of “new expansion of after-school and
holiday policies based on social welfare basic structural reform” and (2) “diachronic policy development
of after-school and holiday measures”. Based on these two points, this research conducted interviews
with multiple After-school day care companies, analyzed materials published by various organizations
related to after-school and holidays, and analyzed quantitative data published by government statistics
and affiliated organizations. This research consists of the following eight chapters (introduction,
chapters 1 to 6, and final chapter).

The introductory chapter explains the purpose of this research and the background of setting the
research questions, and clearly outlines the overall structure of this research. This chapter also examines
society's interest in After-school daycare by focusing on newspaper articles (Asahi, Mainichi, Yomiuri).

Chapter 1 examines the academic background of this study. In particular, the position of this research
is clarified through an analysis of research trends regarding After-school day care. Furthermore, this

chapter examines previous research on community welfare theory and presents the perspective of this



study.

Chapter 2 examines the process surrounding after-school and holiday policies for children with
disabilities. This chapter describes the process of cooperation with surrounding people, including
parents of children with disabilities, practitioners (supporters), and researchers, turned into the prosses of
social movement and the prosses of raising the standard of after-school and holiday policies for children
with disabilities.

Chapter 3 organizes the three systems that are the current after-school and holiday policies. This
chapter clarifies the current state of After-school day care based on government statistics and
quantitative data from affiliated organizations. Additionally, this chapter examines the disruption of
educational institutions and the response of After-school day care during COVID-19.

Chapter 4 examines, through an interview survey, the quantitative expansion of After-school daycare
services, focusing on the background to the increase in the number of children with developmental
disabilities using the facilities. In particular, the results showed that “welfare and educational demands”
from after-school childcare, schools, families, kindergartens, etc. are directed toward After-school day
care services.

Chapter 5 examines quasi-markets and usage contracts as structures for quantitative expansion of
After-school day care. In particular, this chapter reveals that a partial market system (quasi-market) is
being introduced into After-school day care. Furthermore, through interview research, this chapter
reveals the actual situation related to the “issuance of disability welfare service recipient certificates”, an
important procedure for usage contracts.

Chapter 6 examines developmental support in After-school day care with a focus on children with
developmental disabilities. In particular, this chapter focuses on the following three points: These are (1)
“learning support” as support for homework and individual study supplements, (2) “play” such as
functions for indoor and outdoor play and cultural activities, and (3) “alternatives to home (comfortable
places)” that provide a safe environment after school and holidays.

In the final chapter, the study concludes as follows. (1) First, the After-school day care established in
2012 is the result of a social movement that is considered the “third wave of guaranteeing the right to
education” in the historical context of education and welfare for children with disabilities in Japan. (2)
Next, the quantitative expansion of After-school day care is due to the complementarity of the increase
in users and providers. In addition, the academic features of this research are (1) an “Midway point
summary” of after-school and holiday policies for children with disabilities, and (2) an academic
contribution to the theory of community welfare following Naoshi SANADA to Yasuji ISHIKURA.



