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Political Consequences of the Austerity State:

In the case of Australia
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Abstract
This paper considers the political consequences of austerity policies, focusing
on the “transformation of the state” using Australia as the case. Faced with the
limitations of the “wage earner’s welfare state,” Australia has embraced

neoliberal ideas since the 1980s, regardless of the partisanship of the
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government, and has pursued restructuring of the welfare state and fiscal
reconstruction. This paper analyzes the reform process of the wage earner’s
welfare state, and considers the economic, social, and political contradictions
inherent in the “austerity state.” In particular, this paper show that it is
difficult for austerity states to secure stable political legitimacy, and that they
tend to rely on social integration that appeals to people’s independence. Finally,

this paper considers the theoretical implication of it to political science.
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Wi 2% PHEIMEZ T > T b RERICRENZR DO L LT, 1996 F O ZBOR
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ROWTHERATo 720 ThHIZEY, HASEAEROBELERT S 2 LIk
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% (FBE 2015) F7=. WRFEBLE GLAEWEIFAHBLOE NI X B ADIK
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T\ AIHEICHERE L - BURIEOZEBEDR LTV 5 L 910, eEMBEoFEH L
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Ty ZREGET Oy 7 ENRBREBUAE~NOAME R SR I § GEEHRIZO
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1999) &, HEZRLDL RN RT VI EZRIRL TV,

ZLT A=A FF7Y 7T TR TEMER] AL EL T T, BUARYX ZHl
DAL A Ty HSHEODH Y HITHE D AEL TS (I 2017),
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