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How Many Retro Games Can We Play? — A Study on the Circulation of the Second-hand Market
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Abstract

Although video games are an important part of contemporary culture, efforts to
visualize and evaluate their preservation, especially the actual status of accessible
games, are far from adequate. In this study, as part of an effort to solve this problem,
we constructed and analyzed data to clarify the distribution status of the used video
game market in order to visualize the actual status of access to retro games. The re-
sults showed that while more than 10% of the games could be played through regu-
lar digital distribution, more than 50% of the games were available through sec-
ond-hand distribution, but that there were various biases in the available games.
Specifically as categories for which access would be better supplemented by public
initiatives, we confirmed that works that have not garnered recognition, works re-
leased at an earlier date, and works other than home video games tend to be more
difficult to obtain on the market.
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