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Theory and Practice of Game Music Exhibition from the Online Exhibition “Ludo-Musica”
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Abstract

Since the turn of the 21st century, videogame exhibition practice, particularly in
museums, has been on the rise. Initially, the majority of videogame exhibitions were
those that showcased innovations in the videogame industry or focused on the devel-
opment of videogame development technologies, but in recent years, curated exhibi-
tions have become mainstream, taking on diverse themes and contexts. This study fo-
cuses on such video game exhibitions and takes up the online video game music
exhibition ‘Ludo-Musica’, which was conducted by the authors as action research, to
organize and discuss the possibilities of online video game exhibitions and the various
requirements for the exhibition of video game music that accompany them. The paper
discusses the possibilities of online game exhibitions and the requirements for exhibit-
ing game music in this context. In the case of video games, a born-digital medium,
online exhibition has significance in terms of accessibility. On the other hand, there
are many issues to be addressed, such as rights handling, and the need for continued
consideration of this issue, taking into account the cooperation of the industry and
possible future changes to the law, was presented.
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Games themselves are important and that is why games should not be
used only as promotional gimmicks. We claim that it is controversial to only
use games as tools for attracting visitors to museums, because, then, the
original idea of the exhibition can be neglected and be easily ignored.

(Naskali 2013:233)
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The reliance on interactivity has also seen critics. In the museum tradition,
playable games can be understood as interactive experiences. Although game
exhibitions have been praised for their interactivity and the amount of
playable games they have on display, the playing of games does not equal
understanding them and their cultural, historical, and social dimensions.
Instead, the focus on experiences has informed a development where game
museums and exhibitions are increasingly seen as a type of “theme park” or
amusement center, where the main aim is to entertain visitors. (Nylund

2018:5)
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Experiences have their limits, and they do not help to understand past
ways of production and play. Playing without context, in other words, can be
confusing and lead to misunderstandings, even if it is done on original

hardware. (Nylund 2018: 7)
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