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The Affective Turn of Tourism Studies

— Becoming of the Nexus of affectus

WA A

Abstract

Recently in tourism studies we have seen the transition from the
performative turn to the mobility turn, and to the ontological turn. These turns
prompted a great progress to tourism studies, but now we have to face up to
the affective turn. It is a common saying that the tourism industry depends on
emotional labor, but there is no explication how to generate these emotions, nor
to affect and be affected. Affect is not only theorized in terms of the human
body, but “also theorized in relation to the technologies that are allowing us
both to see affect and to produce affective bodily capacities beyond the body’s
organic-physiological constraints” (Clough 2007:2). To clarify the “relationship
of affectus” where human and nonhuman actors in a hybrid-network affect each
other and are affected, we have to read B. Spinoza's “Ethica” carefully and

observe the emerging process — or becoming — of “the Nexus of affectus”.
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