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Overview of Thailand’s Housing Policy and Community-Driven
Slum Living Environment Improvement Project:
Baan Mankong Project

Kazuhiko ISHIHARA

Abstract

This paper provides an overview of the housing situation and housing policy in Thailand,
and then summarizes the Baan Mankong project, a slum improvement project, by identifying
the characteristics of several implemented projects and summarizing the lessons learned
from the project.

The Baan Mankong project is a thoroughly community-driven and self-determined project
by the slum community. Through such a project process, the community is improving its
capacity for self-operation and management of its living environment. Such capacity is
important as a basic ability to gradually develop a living environment without unnecessary

consumption of funds, especially under conditions of low economic growth.
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