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Entity Formation and Transformation Processes
in Community Business:
A Case Study of Attracting Tourist to the Kayabuki-no-Sato,
Miyama-cho, Nantan City, Kyoto Prefecture

Yoshinori SUMIY A, Muneto KAZAOKA

Abstract

The subject of this study is to ascertain whether community businesses can be used to
improve the sustainability of mountainous communities. The Kita village, Miyama-cho, as a
selected “Important Preservation Districts for Groups of Historic Buildings”, has been
promoting the preservation of thatched roofs and landscape, and using community businesses
to attract tourists. The community businesses involved in the Kita village, including
Kayabuki no Sato Co. Ltd. are analysed and categorised according to their organisational
form. However, the Miyama town area is facing challenges such as a declining and ageing
population, with no increase in the number of both day visitors and overnight visitors. Local
people fear that they may not be able to run their community businesses as well as they
have in the past. On the other hand, new community businesses are spreading, such as the
consolidation of tourism resources by the Miyama Furusato Corporation and the Miyama
Dispersed Hotel Council. It is found that their characteristics are that they are weak-ties-type

organisations including outsiders and that they target tourists.
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