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A Study of “Nanyd Inspection Team Sponsored by the Educational Society of Empire of
Japan” in 1917: A Cross Section of Masaji Inoue’s Perspective on Overseas Development

Views Through a Teacher’s Study Tours to Nanyo

SONG Anning*

Abstract

This paper clarifies the characteristics of the tour to the Nanyd sponsored by the Imperial Education
Society in 1917.The study tour was proposed in 1916 in the educational circles as part of the debate over
how education should be after World War 1. On the other hand, Masaji Inoue, who turned his activities in
the business world to the exploration of the South Seas in the 1910s, was involved in the teachers’ tours
of the South Seas through preparatory lectures for teachers. The purpose of Inoue’s lecture, how to
cultivate the qualities of Japanese people necessary for overseas development, was reflected in the
inspection tour and was accepted by the teachers. The perception is not always monolithic, but rather

diverse based on individual experiences, and there were also some gaps.
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Study tours to Nanyd, Educational Society of Empire of Japan, Masaji Inoue, Nanyo boom, Perspective

on Overseas Development
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