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Abstract of Doctoral Thesis
A Study on Memory of A-Bombing on Hiroshima through Literary
Works by Tamiki Hara

Doctoral Program in Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences
Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences

Ritsumeikan University
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ATOYAMA Goki

This paper reconsiders the "collective memory" of the atomic bomb experience in postwar Hiroshima
through an interpretation of Tamiki Hara's literary works that express individual memories of the atomic bomb. The
1980s saw the rise of a worldwide "memory boom" in memory research and this influence has led to the development
of research in Hiroshima in the 1990s that traces the organization of collective memory of the atomic bomb experience.

Tamiki Hara (1905-1951), a writer and poet of the atomic bomb, published his atomic bomb experience in
his atomic bomb literary works. He has been symbolized as a writer who recorded his atomic bomb experience. In
particular, "Summer Flowers (Natsu no Hana)", written in 1947, has received canonical treatment in the history of
atomic bomb literature. The fact that he says in "Summer Flowers" that "I must set these things down in writing " is
one of the key indicators of this. However, a different attitude is expressed in "Requiem "(Chinkonka) issued two years
after "Natsu no Hana" (Summer Flowers). Hara depicted the memory of the atomic bomb experience repeated in the
main character "I (££)" as an imaginary "atomic bomb memorial museum" and blamed it as a "cursed device". Hara
wrote about his complex emotional issues of documenting and recalling the atomic bomb experience through "verbal"
expressions, using motifs such as "new human". Hara Tamiki did more than just leave a document of his atomic bomb
experience through literal words. It is assumed that in those works, he was resisting the trauma of the atomic bomb
experience and protesting a world in which memory becomes an object in itself to record and reinforce.

The first chapter describes the trend of research on collective memory of the atomic bomb experience in
Hiroshima within the context of the global memory boom. More specifically, I organized the flow of collective
memory research after Pierre Nora's "realms of memory" project, and confirmed the definitions of " realms of

nn

memory," "cultural memory," and "communicative memory," which are the key concepts addressed in this paper. One
of the problems that Nora and Aleida Assman raised in their discussion of "collective memory" is the problem that
collecting "memory as record”" becomes an object in itself to record and reinforce. In this paper, I first summarize
memory studies on the atomic bomb experience in Hiroshima, and then confirm that the 1980s has been noted as a
period of transition in the formation of collective memory of the atomic bomb experience.

The second chapter pointed out the problem of the transition from "communicative memory" to "cultural

memory" presented in the first chapter. As the groups and organizations leading peace education change, the content



of the teaching materials also changes. It is important to note that the atomic-bombed teachers who led peace education
in Hiroshima from the 1970s to the early 1980s have retired. The form of "cultural memory" of the atomic bomb
experience has shifted from literary works and accounts of experiences described in natural language to a focus on
visual representations, such as atomic bomb picture books. In other words, the expression of individual experiences
spelled out in words such as "atomic bomb literature" is being forgotten from the "cultural memory" of the atomic
bomb experience inherited through public education.

The third chapter traces the formation and transition of the framework of "atomic bomb literature" which is
disappearing from the current field of peace education, and examine how Hara has been positioned within it. As the
genre framework of atomic bomb literature” was constructed, theater, film, poetry, tanka, haiku, and other art forms
that had expressed the atomic bombing were dropped from the genre. On the other hand, "Summer Flowers" by Tamiki
Hara and "Black Rain" by Ibuse Masuji were treated as canonical "atomic bomb literature. " Thus, the genre of "atomic
bomb literature" itself constitutes one framework of "cultural memory" as some works are recalled while others are
not. Within this "cultural memory" of "atomic bomb literature,”" Hara's works have earned a unique position. The
"summer flowers" canonized in "atomic bomb literature" are, in A. Assmann's words, "functional memory" is also
recalled in "cultural memory." Various other works on the subject of the atomic bombing remain in the realm of
unrecalled "storage memory. " "Summer Flowers" is the most recalled work in the "cultural memory" of the atomic
bomb experience in Hiroshima, in contrast to the other works that are not recalled.

The fourth chapter clarifies the relationship between "Summer Flowers" and the other original works on the subject
of the atomic bomb. This chapter intends to the words "I must set these things down in writing" in "Natsu no Hana"
interpreted in relation to the "Requiem" in Affer the Atomic Bomb(Genbaku Igo). These words confirmed what was
described in "Natsu no Hana" was the process of regaining the contours of "new human" existence that had been
dissolved through the "atomic bomb experience" - it was portrayed as mourning. By taking these functions as the
poetics of the post-war novels, this paper intends that the method is the writing about the experience of the atomic
bomb as a literary work.

The fifth chapter examined the issue of "words" in the postwar works in relation to the motif of "new human"
that frequently appeared in After the Atomic Bomb. The "new human" in the collection Afier the Atomic Bomb are
depicted in each work as characters who are entrusted with writing the novel within the work. These beings are
associated with language creation and are said to have been born out of the atomic bomb experience. The key concept,
"new human" is depicted as devices that automatically and mechanically produce "words," but also as devices that
automatically and abruptly stop. By capturing this function of the "new man" as the poetics of Hara's postwar novels,
this paper reveals that the method is the practice of writing down the atomic bomb experience as a literary work, saying,
"I must write this down."

In conclusion, the representation of the "experience of the atomic bomb" written by Hara reveals a literary
struggle to overcome the traumatic memories that continue to be recreated in Hara himself by writing about these
experiences through literature. The method that was tried there was also overcoming the memory culture of the atomic
bomb experience becomes an object in itself to record and reinforce. The literature of Hara, which was not recalled as
"cumulative memory" in Hiroshima's collective memory, showed the possibility of criticizing the memory culture in

collective memory theory.
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