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Reconsideration of Global South I
——The problem and challenges of today——

The increasingly wide-spread appearance of cursory references to the ‘Global South’ across
disciplines and issue areas suggests the need for an in-depth engagement with ‘South’-related
terminology. A recent Third World Quarterly (Special Issue) proposes approaching it as a ‘meta
category’ in order to shed light on recognition of the ‘Global South.’

In addition, the web magazine Voices from Around the World presents short analyses,
interventions, and other contributions relevant to urgent questions concerning the Global South
— and Global North. The magazine, which was launched by the Global South Studies Center
(GSSC) of the University of Cologne (Germany) in 2015, moves beyond rigid spatial, temporal as
well as disciplinary boundaries. It aims to Kick-start fresh debates by presenting views from
thinkers around the globe.

As the above two journals show, the appearance of the term Global South was a significant
marker of the transition in global political economy and geopolitics that has led to the
contemporary situation. So this article stresses that the Global South has a particular meaning in

the context of neoliberal globalization and the associated anti-systemic transnational movements.

(MATSUSHITA, Kiyoshi, Professor Emeritus, Ritsumeikan University)
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