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Plan and Reality of North China Steel Industry during the Sino-Japanese War

NAGASHIMA Osamu*

Abstract

Longyan iron ore, which was under the control of the Republic of China, and the Shijingshan iron
works, which was planned to use it, had been placed under the control of the Japanese army after the
Sino-Japanese War began. The army planned the reconstruction of the Shijingshan iron works and the
import of Longyan iron ore to Japan in order to supply iron ore and pig iron to Japan. In 1938,
Shijingshan iron works, which remained unfinished and neglected, began operation under the
management of the army. Japan Steel Company was entrusted with its management. There was a
difference between the company and the army in their evaluations of north Chinese iron resources and
Shijingshan iron Works. The army, which was occupying the area, had overestimated the iron resources
of north China. However, with the outbreak of World War II and the abandonment of the Japan-U.S.
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation, Japan positioned north China as the center of the steel industry in

east Asia and planned to build a large-scale steel industry.

Keywords:
Shijingshan iron works, North China Iron and Steel Company, North China occupation by Japanese

army, Japanese iron and steel industry in World War II, Longyan iron ore
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