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Abstract

This paper attempts to analyze the diachronic change (the historical development) of
basically (an adverb derived from the adjective basic) used as a sentence modifying adverb.
Comparative research is also conducted for the adverbs hopefully and thankfully, whose newly
emerged usage as sentence modifying adverbs has sometimes been criticized in previous literature
but are now commonly accepted. We will utilize the Corpus of Historical American English (COHA)
and scrutinize the diachronic change of these adverbs, paying special attention to lemma frequency

and their frequency as sentence modifying adverbs.
¥ —"7— K : basically, hopefully, thankfully, SCEIZH:, BEF5HT
1. (IU®IC

AR, A basic 20 5 ik4: L 72 FIF basically @ CREIF HEIZOWT, U IEEHD
S5IRAE L 72 Iy BlE) T3 % hopefully, thankfully & & HICHERT— % % 3 LIZELTLHY,

2. basically (ZB89 2 SE4T3C0HE

F9, FERIILDE LK CHICB T S basically @itk & Garner (2003, 2016) 12X -
THATEEE L TBIF SN T W 5 basically I2DW T DRk 2 iEET 5,

2.1. BEIZH T B basically DEgik
FMFEEIC BT S basically DRt id BB L ZRD 2% TH S (G K] TW4] [RK2)).

(1) FARMIZ F), WA ()
(2) 2F0, EIHIC

(1) OFRTIZ [1X] BB LI, [727L, CCTERLEVEEEOKWEINED Y 15

EVS T EEN DB (3) 1X OALDI0 @ basically DD 5 H (1) 12, (4) & (2) (THHT
HrlEbnsiddhTh b,
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(3) in the most important ways, without considering things that are less important

(4) used when you are giving your opinion or stating what is important about a situation
(2) IZ2WTi, WRLETOMBETH L I EPFERLENRTVWD, (5) I WL DRl 273”7,

(5) (FITFEH) [CIEH; MBI T] 2% 0, B350 (RDEBELI L 2B, BEHxF
BRI AW S)

2.2. OED (Online hR) ZH 1+ B0k
WIZ, basically (2B % OED (Online i, basically DIH) DiEFHRZMERT 5,

(6) As a basic or fundamental principle, condition, matter, etc.; essentially; fundamentally.

IR SN T BB 1903 4EH 5 1927 4ED DT, WFh b UHh THBEO K - TBA
FEBHIT 2D THY, LHTOMATIEAR W,

321 13 basically & 3 i TS )3 5 hopefully - thankfully &, % ly BlF OiRA:7ETdH % K2
DOHAER T, basically - basic (ZHEIICH LM I NETH L E WL b,

x1 lyBFEEEORETOMEADHHE (OED Online FR)
basic (adj) 1846 hopeful 1597 thankful 971
basically 1903 hopefully al639 thankfully ¢1000

2.3. 7ITEE & L T basically

Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) ¥ VOGUE WORDS (i 17 #&) o I H |2 a representative
collection of fairly durable example ®Y A + ZIFkL T\ %, U A MIIERS 72 FHITIT IR
SEZT IR 5N 5%, basically 1& Garner (2003) 2 S0k XN, Garner (2016) DREfi
T3 VOGUE WORDS & L TH¥ L Tw5b, L2 L, Garner (2003, 2016) i basically %
VOGUE WORDS ®IHHWTHATAD 1 DL LTEEF I EFE Y, BEARNZHAEOHMIILT
Wi\, F 72, Garner (2003, 2016) 121X basically ZD b ODIHHABYUEFEI N TV B A, W
N basicly Tid7Z < basically £ HND EVIHLBDOATH S, 3HTHRRLLEFHE LTD
hopefully & thankfully & RTHEDORLABL AT THB E VR b,

7B, Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) ® VOGUE WORDS @Y A b 213 definitely, overly & \»o
72 ly BlFAREEN 505, definitely ZO b ODHBIZOE D IZOVWTOENDLEHLDATH S
(Garner 2003: 229, Garner 2016: 254) 2), overly ®IH H 12 b ¥ over- 12 X 2 WO KB HET
HDHTEND, GAEZENIATS (semiliterate) LR SN L DiMICE & F 5 (Garner
2003: 583, Garner 2016: 664-665) o
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I F basically O MFFYZEEIZDOWTO—ELE (HE)
3. hopefully & thankfully

basically & [RIkEICTEE N HEREATD W TIRAE L 72 hopefully & thankfully (21, 1960 4EAC LR
W g L 22 G o BRI S T b (Garner 1998, Garner 2003, Garner 2016, 4T
1991), 4+ (1991: 57-60) %, [I am thankful (that) you have come to our aid. Dt 0 I
Thankfully, you have to come to our aid. | [T hope I'll finish my work by the end of next month. %
Hopefully, I'll finish my work by the end of next month. T¥ ¥ TCLEH | £Hi2 (7) @
adjective % RIFIC0 2 72F B2 B Y 11F, hopefully & thankfully (22w Tlid 1990 I 1T E A4
L2t DREITERL TV 5,

(7) Itis + adjective (past participle ) +that ~ .

Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) ¥ hopefully & thankfully ¢ &) #: 122w T SENTENCE
ADVERBS (XHIGE]) OHEHE & ZNZENOFEOHE TSI L TWwb, thankfully {22 T Garner
(1998: 647) Tix Iam (or we are) thankful that DERTHEDLON LI RETIE RV EfEBR I T
%75, Garner (2003) TRg#ELZHETREZVLOO—FEILHEIC R SR, FRICX
LEBERMLZEEDNDLRBOELS SN,

hopefully 122\ T Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) &, AR [LA%2F-o-EET (ina
hopeful manner) ] &3 2bDOTH Y, LEIFIE LT [~%2 %t (Thope) ] [~22ZFEN 5 (it
is to be hoped) ] DERTHIHLNBRE TIXZ W E WD) FEFRds 1960 4FE18A 5 1980 48124 U7z
kb, HREIAELZLOOFEBST TIREH L LTRHRSIATVWL I E, £ TH LH
FHEEHH O R E R ) EL I E 2L TWb, Garner (2016: 834) 13, LT X9 2k
XTWab,

When a word undergoes a marked change from one use to another — a phase that might take
ten years or a hundred — it's likely to be the subject of dispute. Some people (Group 1) insist
on the traditional use; others (Group 2) embrace the news use, even if it originated purely as
the result of WORD SWAPPING or SLIPSHOD EXTENSION. Group 1 comprises various members of the
literati, ranging from language aficionados to hard-core purists; Group 2 comprises linguistic
liberals and those who don’t concern themselves much with language. As time goes by, Group
1 dwindles; meanwhile, Group 2 swells (even without an increase among the linguistic
liberals).

A word is most hotly disputed in the middle part of this process: any use of it is likely to
distract some readers. The new use seems illiterate to Group 1; the old use seems odd to

Group 2. The word has become “skunked.”

E95H L, FROMBIHE RZAPEL, HEEZHE LI 20MAME RO ML &
B Mo, FEICIIEROHEPFDITE L 5 MRE NGRS EEEICE L SN
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% & &, ZOiEE skunked term T3 % & 1, hopefully (ZZDUHpI & LTHRY EIFSNTw5,

basically & hopefully & thankfully [EEkC SCEIG O ASRERLS X 0 B5hn LT v 2 T gE
Wb, ZTIH ORI OMEET 22 L% K3 % Z & T, basically & hopefully - thankfully & @
BWAIRIHE T X 20 REED D %,

4. basically * hopefully + thankfully D{ER3EE OFEEFHZT(L

AHiTiX, COHA (The Corpus of Historical American English) (23513 % 1810 4E4%7> 5 2009
SEMRUT AT T D basically - hopefully « thankfully O JIHE OB FELZRT, LI2TF—F
WP R R, ZOBRTREFOL Y~ HEE, CHMEICETTWTERIZT Y <238h
Bl AR IE OB 2L 2 RS,

4.1 MIEFHE

F— & O A E RS THEA S, Linux ¥ ¥ VIIREE 72 COHA O text & wlp D7 7
ANV ERGIZ, UNIX 2=~ F& Perl IZX 2 TITH o text 7 7 4 WIZTEDO LEDTE THRAE
ENHDT, wip 774 Vidtext 77 A VOETOHEL 17T L ICHBE (word) - L v~
(lemma) - fETHHR (pos) DR TRLIZDDTH 5,

F2 full text OFX (COHA: fic_2009_36787.txt)

@@36787

You do n't know me yet , so there is no reason you should care that I ‘m stuck on a highway with a

blow out . But maybe we can relate to each other .

#3 wlp OFR (COHA: fic_2009_36787.txt)

@@1787
You you PPy
do do vd0
n't n't XX
know know vvi
me me ppiol
yet yet rr

y

F2idtext 7 7 A VOFHT, KIFXR2ITHIET 2 wlp 77 A VOBHEHTH S, TDwlp 7 7
A NVDITEE K text 7 7 4 VOFERE RR$3),

wlp 7 7 4 )V & basically - hopefully « thankfully ® L > <5 % HET L0012, £7 7
A NZIEENDEMRERZTEISGEML, COHADOF— 7 IZRAET 25472 — FOEXE \n
Ikt —3 %,
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(8) perl-pe's/A/SARGVt/; s/ \dA\txt/.txt/; s/AR/\n/g' * txt

LFROBREOHKZIZ (9) OMEEITV, £4 DA T COHAIIBIT S basically D L » < i
EHBT ANV E/ D, T ANVAICEY Yy YVEERDPEEF ATV ALY, ERTLoL
URBERMRT HZ EATE A, hopefully & thankfully I22OW T FBOTNETL > < HHE
ZWERRT 5o ATHEO fic I3 fiction, 1936 134ET, TOWICHBIE L L VS BAFREIN TV S,
KED rridfitdl (pos) WHMTH D, 77 A VAIIIEH DT F A b ID AHEDHAITHBEL
TWBY, TZTRAERD (8) THIFRLTWwS (FEBEOWMHTIZ 7 74 VENRELTET—
FBLMBSTE LW, Yy UV ZEIZ1 207 74 VIZEEDTVA),

(9) perl-ne'if (/\txt:\thasically\t/i) { print"S_";}' * txt

x£4 (9 PE/ELHND WD 771ILIEIFHL >~ E LT basically OHIRAT
fic_1936.txt: basically basically rr
fic_1936.txt: Basically basically rr

HRIZ, LHFEIZE LT THERIZT Y 0BIN OB E 2 MRS 5V BIF A SCEE
L ORISR ZE MRS 2L DH 505, LHEMEICAEL TV THBZICT Y2
bOEICEIFTH A RSO THWE L B2, SHEZ ORMTOMBRKEEZMAT S5,
COHA @ text 7 7 4 VEXNZRIZ (10) O¥FZAT, [Basically ,| O 2 &L 7 7 4 v
#3+%. [Hopefully ,| [Thankfully ,] \Z2WTH D FIETH 5. LIF, [SCHEMEICA T T
WTHEBIZT YA BND | & v ) KT [Basically ,| [Hopefully ,| [Thankfully ,| ®%it%
b,

(10) perl-ne'while (/\bBasically,/g) {print"SARGV\n"; }' *.txt | perl -pe 's/_\d+\txt/.txt/'
#£5 (10) »5iEH5NS [Basically ] BHIET S text 771 L4

fic_1945.txt

fic_1945.txt

fic_1949.txt

EEOTNEIC X ), COHA 12381 5 basically - hopefully - thankfully @ L > < $H & [Basically ,
[Hopefully , | [Thankfully,] ®HEIEREHRE & ITHEON S,

4.2 Dbasically

IR - TERT (2016: 12) 13 COHA IS B % ly HIG 0 BELAL % 5587 L, 1810 4E4* 5 2009 4
D 200 AR CHERSEEDSAR LD ISR o TWAREIFZFRIELTWb, FOHIZIE basically b
GENL, SREOFAEN S LD [Basically ,| OHE S Z NIV L TV 5 Z & 288 520
Lol (£6-K1EBH), RIIMUIHE2MTETERT. Ly ~HED LI ORI
SCRIG LAY O ik % & A 72 OB % K3 % . Basically 2RO H 2383 5 128E», X
AEE LCoHLML TS Enz L),
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#6 100 FsEH/2Y D [basically DL~ ] KU [Basically .| DIEE

AEAR L v~ OREE [Basically ,| OHHJE
1810s 0.00 0.00
1820s 0.00 0.00
1830s 0.00 0.00
1840s 0.00 0.00
1850s 0.00 0.00
1860s 0.00 0.00
1870s 0.00 0.00
1880s 0.00 0.00
1890s 0.04 0.00
1900s 0.00 0.00
1910s 0.11 0.00
1920s 1.25 0.10
1930s 2.21 0.18
1940s 4.58 0.70
1950s 8.13 0.87
1960s 12.36 1.89
1970s 13.87 1.98
1980s 15.41 2.09
1990s 17.16 2.78
2000s 17.31 2.79

L4
———

-
0 PR i
1810s  1820s 1830s 1840s 1850s  1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s  1900s 1910s 1920s 1930s  1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s  2000s

e basically e e Basically,

1 100 AzEEdH7/=V) D [basically DL->~ ] KU [Basically .| DIEE

W2, Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) & &1 (1991) & » CXREIFIH BB I TV 5
hopefully & thankfully 3 FAICHERES 5.

4.3 hopefully
F 7 LM 2 Wi basically & [F#:IZ hopefully ® L > <4 & [Hopefully ,] D ok
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M2t %R L7=b D TH S, hopefully b basically & FERIC L ¥ <HHE O LRIV SCEIG
FEOMHAPHEIMLCVwEEEZ SR b,

&7 100 BEEH/ZYD [hopefully DL >~ | HEKO [Hopefully .| DIEE

AR L v OHE [Hopefully ,| O
1810s 1.42 0.00
1820s 0.49 0.00
1830s 0.81 0.00
1840s 1.07 0.00
1850s 3.59 0.05
1860s 2.93 0.00
1870s 3.15 0.00
1880s 2.61 0.00
1890s 2.08 0.00
1900s 3.29 0.00
1910s 4.44 0.00
1920s 5.87 0.03
1930s 4.66 0.04
1940s 6.38 0.00
1950s 7.37 0.21
1960s 7.77 0.53
1970s 5.36 0.22
1980s 5.70 0.64
1990s 6.14 0.88
2000s 10.12 1.41

Py L d
-
- -
& -
- L d

- - - -
O s e - - ————

1810s 1820s 1830s 1840s 1850s 1860s 1870s 1880s 1890s 1900s 1910s 1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

e iopefully  @m e Hopefully ,

X2 100 BzEDHEZYD Thopefully DL~ | HXU [Hopefully ] DI8E

4.4 thankfully
32 8 & M 3 1Z[FKEIC thankfully ® L > <#HE & [Thankfully ,| OHFE OB ARZELERL
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724D TH b, thankfully b basically & hopefully & FHEIC L > < HHEE D _FF LB SCRIG o ff
AWML TWwWhAEEZ LN D,

#8 100 AzEH/IZWD [thankfully D>~ KV [Thankfully .| OSEE

AR L < O [Thankfully , | o3
1810s 0.71 0.00
1820s 1.85 0.00
1830s 1.30 0.00
1840s 1.18 0.00
1850s 1.66 0.00
1860s 1.62 0.00
1870s 0.88 0.00
1880s 1.37 0.00
1890s 0.98 0.00
1900s 0.55 0.00
1910s 1.22 0.04
1920s 1.01 0.00
1930s 0.91 0.04
1940s 0.63 0.00
1950s 0.49 0.03
1960s 0.57 0.00
1970s 0.83 0.18
1980s 0.74 0.03
1990s 1.51 0.42
2000s 3.36 1.35

05 !

" SS
0 e o X L RS L_T P X PN 4 ~
1810s  1820s  1830s  1840s  1850s  1860s  1870s  1880s  1890s  1900s  1910s  1920s 1930s  1940s  1950s 19605  1970s  1980s  1990s  2000s

e thankfully e em Thankfully,

3 100 Begd7zt) @ [thankfully DL >~ ] KO [Thankfully .J OIEE

4.5 basically * hopefully - thankfully O L8
42 fir B 44Tl 3OOEIFIOHE OB EL 2 MEINER Lz KRBT, hb
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%1 v~ Zk & [Basically ,] [Hopefully ,] [Thankfully ,| ® X THOMA»DEHZICT <%
PES EEZ LK T 4, X4 1% basically, hopefully, thankfully ® L ¥ <HHEDHERTH 5,
WM OFEF S I R THES ESR LTBY, T basically DHIIAE. > T b,

20
18
16
1
12

10

1810s 1820s 1830s 1840s 1850s 1860s 1870s  1880s 1890s  1900s 1910s  1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s  2000s

@mmmmbasically e hopefuly e==thankfully

4 100 FiEdH7=Y) @ basically, hopefully, thankfully @ L > ~<4BE

W2, B 512 [Basically,] [Hopefully,] [Thankfully,] ®OHEOHER % RT

25

05

......

0

1810s  1820s  1830s  1840s  1850s  1860s  1870s  1880s  1890s  1900s  1910s  1920s  1930s  1940s  1950s  1960s  1970s  1980s  1990s  2000s

emBasically, sess Hopefuly, e===Thankiully,

5 100 B&EdH7zY) @ [Basically .J [Hopefully .] [Thankfully .| OEE
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WTNOEIFID L O BHEO LA L EDICXEIFIE LTOMALHATwELEZ LN,
Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) &7 (1991) 2 & » TXEIF AP CoOMFOWMINAERH ST
W72 hopefully & thankfully & Ilb#& L C3, basically O CEIF M S FARE L 28N L
TWwb ez b,

AR5 TiE, FIE basically @ CEIFHEICOWT, B SCRIFHEOMMA M S hTwizfH
T OFEIF] hopefully & thankfully & & b 1ZKFNZAL%Z 7347 L7z, basically @ SCRIGHEEIZ DWW
TIZEEIZ TR TIB S T\ 575, hopefully & thankfully LIS SCREIE & LC o ML
TwabZti@#Hi-fhEchreEbnb, T/, XHF L L T basically O 121X
hopefully & thankfully (I &I O BT SN TwAawnwZ &id, FHOMINIEETH S Z
LS LEDLEDLERWFETH S, &1 (1991:57) 7% hopefully % thankfully T [ F&TL
¥ 9] L, Garner (1998, 2003, 2016) #°skunked term & L7zX 9512, TN DOLHEIFIH
BEOBERIZE ly O PRV 2 HO2RBPEREDR TV LBl L LTHEET 5. L
L, MEHPEECEREREZRTOTHNE, EH00—HDATHEY 2D T, CHl
FRREDHEN. § 2 BRI I L HGHIR R 2 E O 72 RV E LTV A RS E 2 Db,

G5B % basically O CRIFAHEDFEE [0 ] [ET2I12] BEVWHRZ, BHTH S,
SV R R BRI D720 DGR 1T in other words, in short 7% £ 5% % 75, CHIE basically (2
(D) WREIND L) RFHRBBO LD L) BEEND Y, L0 X)) Gikaiti e LR - A
FKIBERE (ISR - BEHR - 411 2015 :337-343) 3 LD, F72, Iy ZEb R WIEAH basic 12X -
THML L 72 Bk % 23 R oA B 13 basically O SCEIG O AT 2 12 WE L L T
ZOMPIZOVTIE, SHROFEL Lizv,

E
*ORESE, BHEUFRE B R (HARAIRELS, JERIISE (C), 2019 4EFE 2022 4EFF, WFgRfbEL :
IR, RS 0 19K00697) [k ly RIFH oLk iifse B & ORIGH UL ZE O 720 O FEE22 19
7] OB EZFTWw5,

1) BIFORY P g —IEFHEFI 2 E12B VT [RT4T, 722 iE -y o2 EAFHO R Liko
RAEETHL L LAIREINTEST, HOADBHMROIIRIN TRV &% v ] (UNEHE 1989:
viili) & EMTwic, LaL, €0, I—SAORKHMEHAEE Y, ToRBITKE (wHE SN
ElRLNDY, yREICHE L T FEZ2UFEORMIIR-> Tb E b,

2) ly Bl % &t politically correct 3 1) A MIIUEE N TV 5,

3) HIWCALNE LI, HEIZZ7ANVIDOITAHY, /2, EUF Feloil s 117I0E& %
NB72, wip 7 7 A VOTEE text 7 7 4 VO E LT 2 L IEEmORIA D 555, FHNIE
basically - hopefully - thankfully M3 ZRBHEOBILEZ HIYE LTWA 720, ERAMEICIZRS %
W KT L 720

4) COHA ® 7 7 4 VT BHORNI LA D AR— AN BN TV 5 720, BFELFH]Tld [Basically
OEBIZ [,] ZI_ETHDTIE %L, [Basically,] DETHIZAR—=ZAZENWT W5,
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5) %8B, ZOMEFMETIILEMEICAE L TWTHEZICT <282 v [Basically] [Hopefully)
[ Thankfully] OHEAHE SNV, TS LEIGTH HUHEMEED 245, AFTld, MEFEICCRAET
HH)LEONLERICT Y PENLDOOARE LREIFIHGE L TR L L
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