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Japan’s National Security at a Crossroads:
Security Threats to Japan Reconsidered

KASEDA Yoshinori

Abstract

On December 16, 2022, the Kishida administration officially adopted three policy
documents, the National Security Strategy, the National Defense Strategy, and the Defense
Buildup Program, and thereby clarified its decision to enhance Japan's deterrence capability
and double its defense spending based on its recognition that Japan faces grave security
threats from China and North Korea. The Japanese public need to carefully review the
appropriateness of this dramatic policy shift since the new policy is costly and likely to
trigger arms race with China and North Korea despite Japan's economic decline due partly
to its aging population. In the case of the North Korean threat, the administration regards it
as not only grave but also imminent. However, it has not clearly explained to the public the
reasons, forms and probability of North Korean attacks on Japan, without which the public
cannot make a proper evaluation of the new policy. Sufficient explanations have not been
presented to the public by security experts, either. In fact, just like the government, they
tend to focus on North Korea's enhancement of nuclear and missile capabilities. This paper
attempts to fill this gap by analyzing different scenarios of North Korean attacks on Japan,
including those presented by security experts. The analysis reveals that the possibility of its

attacks is low since attacking Japan would go against its primary interest of regime survival.
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