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The “Chon-go” Problem at Ritsumeikan University:
Unintentional Use of a Racial Slur among Students

KIM Wooja

Abstract

At Ritsumeikan university, a few students use the term “Chon-go” as an abbreviation when
referring to the Korean language course, Chosen-go (“go” meaning “language”). It is not
unusual to abbreviate the name of a language class (e.g., French (Furansu-go) is called
Fura-go), but the “chon” used in the term “Chon-go” is a derogatory term for Korean people.
Although the students who say it do not seem to have any discriminatory attitudes, some
others find it offensive. This paper discusses how common it is for students to use the word
“Chon-go” and why they use it. A survey was conducted as a preliminary study for another
full-scale survey to be conducted later, so it has its limitations. Nonetheless, the following
conclusions were reached. First, roughly 20-30% of the students were using the term “Chon-
go”. Second, the term was used regardless of faculty, year, and/or gender. Third, the users’
favorable or unfavorable feelings toward the Korean language or Korea were not significant.
Fourth, some students even in departments not offering Korean language courses also used
the term. Fifth, the 4th survey was conducted in 2022 just as in-person classes resumed and
from this it was noted that use of the term “Chon-go” had almost disappeared completely.
What all these results mainly suggest is that this term has nothing to do with discriminatory
attitudes, but is merely student lingo used among peers within the university community.
However, the problem remains that the term “chon” is still used in Japanese society today to
demean Koreans, and thus, regardless of the intentions of the user, it very potentially hurts

recipients and supports a discriminatory society.
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