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Development of Japan-China economic relation and
its value in the 21°' century

MATSUNO Shuji

In the mid 19" century East Asian countries, including China and Japan, were forced to
join in a global system at that time, the World Free Trade System, after war with or
military threat from Western Powers. It was the beginning of “modern age” in East Asia.
Following one hundred and fifty years are divided into three periods, and we summarize
characteristic features of Japan-China economic relations in each period. Then we discuss
current situation and importance to develop J-C economic relation to another new stage.
Because economic development of Japan has closely related to neighboring China, and
future development of J-C relation will affect not only both countries but also East Asia

and the world to build a new economic structure.

Key words: world free trade system. nation state, national economy, balance of payments
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