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Changing Strategies of Pastoral Management in

the Suburban Areas of Mongolia

—An Analysis of Population and Number of Livestock between 1991 to 2016—

TOMITA Takahiro'

Abstract : It is important to grasp how the livestock industry is changing in Mongolia, not only because the
country’s social and economic development is highly dependent on the livestock industry but also for solving
environmental problems such as overgrazing, drought, and dzud. Previous studies indicated that the economic
disparity between individuals and regions has gradually widened after the transition to a market economy that
accompanied the collapse of the socialist regime. The purpose of this study is to reveal the characteristics and
transformation of pastoral management in the suburban areas of Mongolia based on the case studies of three
districts in Bulgan province, which are broadly included in the capital area. In this study, I adopted a method
of analyzing both statistical data at the local level and field data derived from interviews and observations in
the research areas. The impact of influx of herders from remote areas on social and economic conditions of the
suburban areas is tremendous, as suggested by former researchers, but it is limited to a small area. Changes in
population and number of livestock for the past 25 years have resulted from a combination of multiple factors
as follows. Herders exhibit the common behaviors of reducing self-consumption and reducing animal off-take
in the commercial market to increase their herd sizes. However, such behavior is obviously different from their
earlier behavior of using livestock products mainly for household consumption just after the transition. Moreover,
there are regional differences in the use and trade of livestock products even in suburban areas. Major factors
promoting diversification among pastoral management include not only distance from the market, as has often
been pointed out, but also the size and formation of livestock per household, as well as access to land and labor
resources, which is fundamental to livestock raising. Furthermore, development policy and practices in the

socialist era affected the relationships among the three factors of production (land, livestock, and herders) .
Keywords : pastoralism, population and livestock statistics, transition to a market economy, suburban areas, Mongolia
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