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Abstract
The theories of social consciousness and ideology after Marx (1) (2)
by KAKUTA Shuichi

After K. Marx and F.Engels some theorists and thinkers tried to develop the theories of
social consciousness and ideology on the basis of historical materialism.

F. Engels acknowledged himself that the writings of Marx and Engels had not empha-
sized enough the way of formation of the ideological ideas, and Frantz Mehring noticed
enough the role of the power of ideas and the moral standards. George Plekhanov, the
father of Russian Marxism, distinguished the social psychology and ideology in his
argument about the relation between social psychology and ideology.

A great work of Nikolai Bukharin on the historical materialism was published after
Plekhanov. The subtitle of the book was a system of sociology. Though the author pointed
out the production of spiritual life and its importance, he reduced the economic process to
the technological process and exclude the conscious factor from the economy, because of
his methodological defect. The methodology of Bukharin’s book was distinguished by a
mechanical determinism, a lack of dialectical contradiction and a rough materialism.
Therefore he could not clarify the strata of social consciousness and their formation

Pprocess.
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The thinkers who pointed clearly the faults of Bukharin's argument and his methodology
were George Lukacs, Karl Korsh and Antonio Gramsci. They explained how the class
consciousness of wage-workers was formed by restoration of the dialectical method.

G. Lukacs grasped the society as a concrete totality, and explained that the consciousness
and activities of workers was developing in accordance with reciprocity of the subject and
object. Because of his original method, so-called reification theory, however, he explained
that the process in which the workers became to be conscious of their existence being
reified was in accord with the revolutionary process of the capitalist society. In his
argument, like the idealistic method of G. W. Hegel's phenomenology of mind, the idea of
class consciousness experienced the social processes and changed the world. And he
missed an important role of the cooperative and systematic labor of workers and the
contradiction of the joint labor in the capitalist economy, and moreover denied the
analytical method as the necessary prerequisite of dialectic.

Karl Korsh clarified the reality of spiritual life-process (Marx) and the forms of social
consciousness (ibid.) more than Lukacs. He presented the right position of social conscious-
ness in the totality of society and the dialectical relation between theory and practice,
thinking and being. However the content of the social existence was not clear in his
theory. The social existence of human being was a unity of social relations and social
practices of them. We have to grasp the relationship between social relations, social actions
and social consciousness as a social process. These relations exists not only in the economic
process, but also social, political and intellectual process. There is a relation between the
universal and the particular between these processes. The universal moment, that is, the
economic process prescribes the character of whole process and other particular processes.

Gramsci named the philosophy and historical materialism of Marx the “philosophy of
practice” in his prison notebooks. His thought was founded on his idea of human nature
and his epistemology. As Gramsci thought that the human nature was a persistent process
of creation by human practices, he characterized ideology as a view of the world which
was included in every practices and wills of humankind. He understood the preface of
critique of political economy of Marx (1859) as an epistemology. So he wrote that
humankind grasp their social being, power, problem and their consciousness as a social
group. For Gramsci human nature was social, practical and active, and their social being
and their consciousness were bound together by human practices. And ideology was a
ground where humankind as a social group create the consciousness of their being and the

will of their action, for Gramsci.



