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This dissertation is an administrative history study on the establishment and
development of the identification system in Japan. And the purpose is to examine the
process of establishment and development of the notification system in the early Meij
period from the viewpoint of identification.

There have not been much previous studies on the establishment and
development of the system of identification in Japan. Therefore, in Chapter 1, the
theoretical position of this dissertation has to be clarified by extracting findings from
broad previous studies on identification. By examining previous studies on the
establishment and development of identification system in the modernization, as well as
studies of the family register system, it become clear that the missing link of the
notification system, which plays an important role in the family register system, has not
been sufficiently examined. In the light of this discussion, it is presented that the issue
in principle, which is to agree the fact with official records, and the issue in practical,
which is ensure the accurate notification by residents.

Based on these, two analytical perspectives of this dissertation are presented :
the government's and residents' incentives for rational behavior regarding notification,
and the old social conventions as the environment in which the incentives operate. And

the research question is following: “how the information of residents was collected in the



family register system in the early Meiji period”.

Chapter 2 presents an overview of the establishment and development of the
family register system and changes in the local system during the Meiji period, with a
focus on family register heads (Ko-cho), to show the impact of changes in the competence
of those in charge of family register administration on the accuracy of resident
information. As a result, it is clear that the strictness with which family heads handled
family registry paperwork increased as their administrative skills improved over the
course of the mid-Meiji period.

In Chapter 3 and 4, two case study focusing on notification system are
conducted. Chapter 3 focuses on the death notification system. It will clarify how the
death notification system was able to collect information on the deaths of residents in
the early Meiji period. The Meiji government used impurity (Kegare) of death as an
inducement to notify deaths, thus ensuring accurate reporting. Chapter 4 focuses on the
birth notification system. It is proved that the government's incentives to increase the
accuracy of birth information by the notification were weak, and that it was difficult to
find reasonable incentives for residents to notify births accurately, making it difficult to
create institutional measures that would have an incentive effect.

Finally, the conclusions of this dissertation are presented. The results of this
study are summarized in the following. First, the success or failure of a notification
system depends on the operation of the incentive effect. Second, the effectiveness of the
incentive in the notification system is determined by the linkage between old social
conventions and the incentive. Therefore, third, a historical analysis of the environment

of the residents’ behavioral space in which the incentive operates must be conducted.



