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Original Article
Effect of Gender of Evaluator, Harasser, and Victim on

Perceptions of Sexual Harassment in a University Setting

TAKEDA Yui Y, NAKATA Yuki ?, WAKABAYASHI Kosuke ¥,
NAKA Makiko 2 and SATO Tatsuya ¥

(Graduate School of Human Science, Ritsumeikan University ' /
Research Organization of Open Innovation and Collaboration 2 /

College of Comprehensive Psychology, Ritsumeikan University )

This study aimed to examine the effect of gender of the evaluator, harasser, and victim on
perceptions of sexual harassment, based on assumed statements made by professors to students
in a university. Respondents comprising of 82 university students (32 males and 50 females) were
presented with 35 items that were to be assumed as remarks from a 50-year-old university
professor (male/female) to a 20-year-old student (male/female) . The respondents were then
asked whether they felt the remarks were considered sexual harassment—in four conditions for
each gender combination using the seven-case method. From the results, the questionnaire items
were divided into three factors: sexual attention, authoritative pressure, and daily dating. Analysis
of variance was conducted for each factor with respect to gender of the evaluator, perpetrator,
and victim. The results showed that (1) females had an overall higher perception of sexual
harassment; (2) perception of sexual harassment was higher when involving male perpetrators
and female victims, regardless of the gender of the evaluator; (3) males had a lower perception of
sexual harassment when the victim was of the same gender; and (4) Questions with low sexual
harassment scores were found to have lower same-sex sexual harassment perceptions. Therefore,
the genders of the evaluator, harasser, and victim were shown to influence perceptions of sexual

harassment.

Key Words : sexual harassment, campus harassment, gender of harasser, gender of victim,
same-sex harassment
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