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Every area in Japan houses a shrine where a guardian deity (ujigami) is 
worshiped. Residents living in regional communities revere the deity and the 
shrine, and in many instances, they provide support as parishioners (ujiko) to 
the place of worship. Due to this practice, there are religious locations known 
as parishioner areas (ujiko-kuiki) where such groups of supporters reside. This 
paper examines the ujiko-kuiki of Takayama city, Gifu Prefecture as individual 
case studies. As a result of its investigation, this paper identifies some new facts 
with regard to medieval and early modern urban history. 
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