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The impact of the Kikai-Akahoya eruption

on human society in Kyushu.

KUWAHATA Mitsuhiro'

Abstract : Applying the age of the Kikai-Akahoya eruption (7.3cal ka BP or around 5,300 cal BC) to the
pottery chronology of the end of Initial Jomon period in Kyushu indicates that the eruption occurred the phase
of Todoroki (Jyokonmon) style of pottery stage, which had wide distribution in the whole of Kyushu, was not
disrupted by the Kikai-Akahoya eruption. This Study classified the disaster area of a Kikai-Akahoya eruption
by the Isopach map of the Kikai-Akahoya ash (thickness in cm) and the approximate distribution of the Koya
pyroclastic flows. The number of archaeological sites immediately after the Kikai-Akahoya eruption in Kyushu is
about one-third of the previous one. Considering at the north-south difference in Kyushu, it has decreased sharply
in the northern half of Kyushu, by about half, and in the southern Kyushu by about a quarter.Suggested progress
and create a distribution map of sites to investigate the process of resettlement of hunter-gatherers in the recovery
process of living environment in Kyushu South estimated the damage and affected areas take up the area of the
K-Ky within reach and the K-Ah eruption extant thickness 30 cm or more, with the stage set of pottery types of
the period, with regard to changes in site formation. It is estimated that resettlement in the severely affected area
where the ecosystem was destroyed by the pyroclastic flow associated with the Kikai Akahoya eruption took
several hundred to 1,000 years after the eruption.This age difference reflects regional differences in disasters

within the area.

Keywords : The end of Initial Jomon period, Kyushu island, Kikai-Akahoya eruption, Todoroki style of pottery,

Archeological dynamics, Resettlement
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