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Nankai Railway in the Meiji-Taisho Period and Changes in the Tourism
Culture, Tradition and Modernity in Rail Travel

” &

The “frugality of pilgrim,” “luxury of rich people,” and “healthiness of the family”

AKAT Shoji’

Abstract : How rail travel has developed from its origin as a mode of faith-based travel in early to modern
times is a basic aspect of the development of tourism culture in the modern history of Japan. We herein
report part of the development of modern tourism culture by analyzing tourism culture in the early to
modern times, which was developed based on the railroad system from a standpoint of mixing traditional
and modern characteristics in reference to the Nankai Electric Railway Corporation and in relation to
recreation in the city suburbs during the Meiji and Taisho eras. The history of the Nankai Electric
Railway, the oldest private railway corporation in existence in Japan, shares a lot in common with changes
in Japanese tourism culture from its inception up to the present day, especially with respect to recreation
in the suburbs. On exploring the history of rail travel, we can note a number of changes in its use by
recreation type: 1) modest usage as a means of travel for traditional faith customs, 2) luxury travel for the
wealthy, and 3) leisurely travel by the general public and families. Typical rail travel destinations for each
of these types include 1) Sumiyoshi Shrine, 2) Ohama Park, and 3) Hamadera Park (swimming beach).
Such changes in the reasons for using the train were promoted through mutual interaction between
business strategies adopted by the railway and other companies and behavioral selection by the populace

at large.

Keywords : Hankai Tramway Co., Ltd., Nankai Railway Corporation, recreation in the suburbs, Ohama,

Hamadera, sea bathing, familism
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