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Development and Prospect of Personal Data Protection Law in Taiwan

Tsung-fu Chen
Translator: Misako Oda

The Taiwanese Act on Protection of Individual Data was first promulgated in 1995 and
has been revised twice in 2010 and 2016, respectively. This act is the main law to protect
individual data in Taiwan in addition to some special laws such as the Regulations on
Biobank.

In practice, two constitutional court cases are leading cases concerning the protection of
individual data: one is the recording of fingerprint in citizen’s identification cards and the
other is the utilization of medical data collected in the data bank of national insurance.
The first one has been declared unconstitutional, and the second one is under the
procedure of judicial review after it was confirmed by the Supreme Administrative Court.

In order to combat COVID-19 pandemic, some administrative measures were taken, such
as recording of COVID-19 disease in national insurance cards, with some of them being

abused to injure individual privacy where citizens’ data were misused.

Keywords : protection of individual data, constitutional review, national insurance data
bank, fingerprint, COVID-19 pandemic
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