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The phenomenon of globalization differs from similar phenomena that preceded it. The
change began in the 1970s and became more pronounced around 1990. It was not only a quantitative
expansion of the movement of people, goods, and money, but also a qualitative change. One is the
growing presence of developing countries in trade: exports from developing countries, which in 1970
accounted for about 18% of the world's total exports, have grown significantly, especially since 2000,
and exceeded 30% as of 2018. In addition, the export and import of intermediate goods have increased
dramatically due to the fragmentation of the production process of a single commodity and the
dispersion of production bases. These changes have pushed traditional international trade theory and
trade statistics to reconsider.

To this end, the discussion in Chapter 1 is devoted to pointing out the achievements and the
limitations of modern GVC analysis. In particular, I will clarify the assumptions on which
contemporary GVC analysis implicitly relies and the world view of capitalist economies by reviewing
the genealogy of each study.

As a result, two main things become clear. First, there is a major turning point in the
theoretical evolution of GVC. In addition, this shift does not imply an evolutionary development, but
rather a shift in the perception of the times, the object of analysis, and the purpose of analysis, which
is difficult to assign superiority or inferiority. In order to make this clear, we took the CC analysis
proposed by Hopkins and Wallerstein (1977) as a starting point and described the process of its
establishment as the GVC analysis, which is now well known, through the GCC analysis. In this
respect, this paper was able to relativize GVC analysis from a different perspective than Inomata
(2017), an elaborate survey of recent GVC studies, which overviewed GVC analysis mainly from the
grounding point with international trade theory. As a result, the CC/GCC/GVC order of transition
showed that there was a major shift between CC and GCC related to the assumptions of the model,

and that the shift between GCC and GVC was not a shift but a correction to criticism.



Second, I reviewed the so-called New North-South Problem and the efforts of contemporary
GVC analysis to deal with it, and clarified that the post-conversion GVC analysis is flawed as a
methodology to deal with such a large scale problem. Although contemporary GVC analysis has
broken down the New-North-South problem into smaller-scale issues and has developed detailed
discussions of each issue separately, all of these efforts have been microscopic in comparison to the
scale of the problem itself. For this reason, the contemporary GVC analysis must be evaluated as an
effort to explain the New North-South problem as a whole by using its parts. Therefore, in dealing
with the new North-South problem, GVC research must recognize the analytical perspective that was
abandoned at the time of the shift from CC analysis, and from there, it is necessary to promote a
holistic approach once again.

In the subsequent chapters 2 and 3, we take up one of the perspectives missing from the
GVC analysis presented in Chapter 1, namely, hegemonic power relations, using corporate social
responsibility (CSR) as an example. In Chapter 2, we follow up on the stylized facts that have been
uncovered through our fieldwork, and we discuss how to model the global economic structure in a
simple way, and how the dynamic influence that CSR can have on GVCs affects the relationships
among the various actors. The third chapter clarifies how the dynamic influence of CSR in GVCs
affects the relationship between the various actors. In the following Chapter 3, we show how CSR for
reconstruction, which large corporations have attempted to engage in since the Great East Japan
Earthquake occurred, has affected their relationships with the affected areas. As a result, CSR in GVC
cannot bring about an improvement in the status of suppliers and negotiations on an equal level with
lead firms. Rather, it is clear that it calls for stronger subordination toward suppliers.

In Chapter 4, we empirically identify how labor-management relations have been affected
in developed countries that have become exposed to GVCs. The results show that as offshoring became
more prevalent in the 1990s, it began to act negatively on the share of workers (especially those who
could be replaced by offshoring). And the results of this empirical analysis are consistent with the
GVC analysis that takes into account the asymmetries in the global economic structure mentioned in
Chapter 1, and can be interpreted as suggesting that there may be dynamics of globalization that are
quite different from the optimistic claims that emphasize the positive effects of participation and
coordination in the international division of labor. The GVC analysis is consistent with the GVC

analysis.



