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On comprehension of Chapter 15 of the third volume
of The Capital

It is difficult for us to understand sufficiently chapter 15 of the third volume of the Capital
(Das Kapital), which deals with the decline of profit rates and its developments. There are some
grounds for this. One such ground is that F. Engels was forced to compile Marx’s manuscripts
which was imperfect. Another ground is that Engels omitted some sentences that Marx included
in his manuscripts, when making his compilation. Doubts have arisen about its accuracy.

The purposes of this paper are as follows. First, to compare the chapter of Das Kapital with
Marx’s manuscripts, and to identify any differences. Second, to grasp the whole content of Marx’s
manuscripts. And thirdly, to ascertain whether the content of the manuscripts is correct.

The conclusion of this paper is that Marx’s manuscripts are far from giving a detailed
description of the real intent of this chapter. We have to reconsider this chapter and Marx’s

manuscripts in a new light.

(OKUDA, Hiroshi, Professor Emeritus, Ritsumeikan University)
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