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Abstract

In this study, interviews with three Japanese as a Second Language (JSL) teachers were
analysed by Steps for Coding and Theorization which is advocated by Otani (2019). I identified
four major identities that JSL teachers used to protect and support JSL children. These identities
were: (1) supporting JSL students’ school lives and learning; (2) offering a home base for JSL
students; (3) accepting JSL students’ language and cultural issues; (4) advocating for JSL
students and their backgrounds. The JSL teachers were responsible for the foreign students’ entire
school lives, as their duties entailed not only teaching JSL, but also providing comprehensive
support at the schools. The results also indicated the possibility of convincing the Japanese

majority group to transform the school into a multilingual and multicultural environment.
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