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History of the Movement by the Japan Alliance for Inclusive Education in the
1990s and 2000s to Legalize the Integral Enrollment of Children with
Disabilities into Regular Schools

Tomohisa HORI

This study clarifies the developmental process to recognize the necessity to enact fundamental principles of the
integral enrollment of children with disabilities into regular schools through studying the history of the Japan
Alliance for Inclusive Education in the 1990s and 2000s. In the 1990s, in response to international trends in
integrated and inclusive education, along with challenges that limited the continuation of the movement within the
judicial system that upheld segregated education for children with disabilities, the organization recognized the
necessity of enacting integral enrollment in regular schools for all children, regardless of any disability. In the 2000s,
the organization criticized the special needs education plan envisioned by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology and proposed further specific plans to legislate the enrollment of children with disabilities

into regular schools.

Keywords : Japan Alliance for Inclusive Education, history, integral enrollment of children with disabilities into regular

schools
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