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This paper reports the knowledge obtained from the literature and the exterior design survey of Machiya
houses in Izushi important preservation districts of historic buildings, and the proposal for the design
guideline for restoration program with improved fire spread prevention performance of buildings. Results are as
follows: 1) The unique narrow frontage of Machiya houses is related to the plan configurations. 2) Various
types of openings of Machiya houses have been preserved since the Meiji era. 3) Facade design of Machiya
houses is associated with the plan configurations. 4) We propose the design guideline for restoration program
with improved fire spread prevention performance of buildings.
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