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Multilayered Difficulties and Social Support Issues of Parents of
Brazilian Roots Caring for Children with Disabilities:

Based on an Interview Survey

HISHIDA Hiroyuki'

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to clarify the difficulties experienced by parents of Brazilian roots
caring for children with disabilities, based on interviews that focused on the parents’ sense of difficulty,
and to discuss ways of providing social support. Three analytical perspectives were considered in order to

" o«

understand the reality of these difficulties: “guaranteeing the means of communication,” “systems and
services that meet the needs in raising children,” and “support throughout the life cycle of disabled
children and parents with foreign roots.” Through the survey, it became clear that parents of children
with disabilities who have foreign roots are more likely to be isolated and alienated from the local
community than Japanese parents of children with disabilities. Difficulties in “means of communication”
alienated and isolated them from the community and made it difficult for them to raise objections or
request improvements in the educational environment. Difficulties in “means of communication” were
layered with difficulties in accessing “systems and services that meet the needs of the child’s care.” If
concerns about support for needs are not resolved, they may also be layered with difficulties in the area of
support throughout the parental life cycle. This study reveals the importance of understanding the
parents’ native language and culture and guaranteeing communication. It also revealed the importance of

schools as an important social resource for obtaining information on systems and services.

Keywords : parents of Brazilian roots caring for children with disabilities, multilayered difficulties, social

exclusion and inclusion, collaboration amongst diverse actors, social support

i Doctoral Program, Graduate School of Sociology, Ritsumeikan University
Tida Women'’s Junior College, Department of Early Childhood Education



