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Using Media to Develop English Communication Skills in Graduate Schools:
R2030 and Beyond

KONDO Yukie (Associate Professor, College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

Abstract

Ritsumeikan University is developing a platform for its version of campus digital
transformation (DX). As part of the DX of learning, Ritsumeikan University is creating an
environment that allows students to take web-based classes, effectively participate in face-to-
face classes remotely, and upgrade their learning with the use of on-demand materials and
globally oriented approaches. Advanced English courses in graduate schools are particularly
compatible with the upgrading of learning by using media in novel ways. Students will be
expected to communicate and network using media in conferences or while job hunting, which
will be on a global scale and not only in Japan. This study presents an overview of the use of
media in the Advanced English course that was offered at the Graduate School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences in the fall semester of 2020. It reports on the educational practices
involving social media, graphical abstracts, and video lightning talks positioned in the new age
of communication, with an eye to R2030 and beyond. Two proposals are made for the use of
media in English classes in graduate schools—namely, realizing the use of media and team-

teaching in a higher tier.
Keywords

Postgraduate English Courses, Advanced English, Graphical Abstracts, Lightning Talks, Digital

Transformation (DX)
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