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Original Article
History of Supporting Voting Rights of People with
Intellectual Disabilities in Japan: Interviews with

Former Staff Workers of Takinogawa Gakuen

HORIKAWA Satoshi

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this paper is to trace the history of support for the voting rights of individuals
with intellectual disabilities in Japan. Takinogawa Gakuen, the first institution for people with
intellectual disabilities in Japan, is often regarded as the place at which the earliest comprehensive
programs to support voting rights for individuals with intellectual disabilities were launched in the
country in the 1970s. This research is based on interviews with five former staff workers who had
been actively involved in the new initiatives, including those pertaining to supporting the voting
rights of individuals with intellectual disabilities. Historical studies of social welfare have revealed
how established institutions often revolved around their founders’ philosophies. Thus, this research
on Takinogawa Gakuen also examined the Christian ideologies of Ryoichi Ishii, the founder. These
interviews revealed that the interviewees introduced new initiatives based on their awareness of
human rights and motives. They had developed such awareness through their experiences, which
included participation in social movements involving individuals with disabilities. Immediately
after these staff members started working at Takinogawa Gakuen, they endeavored to improve
the lives of residents with disabilities, supporting the commencement of their education and
helping them find more job opportunities. Moreover, they became aware of the importance of
supporting voting rights of individuals with disabilities. At the root of these initiatives was the
belief that the fundamental human rights of the residents must be respected. They also realized
that issues related to social rights tended to be prioritized in the discussions on human rights
advocacy for people with disabilities. Thus, Takinogawa Gakuen pioneered in incorporating voting

support in conjunction with social support for individuals with intellectual disabilities in Japan.

Key Words : people with intellectual disabilities, supporting voting rights,
Takinogawa Gakuen, human rights advocacy
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