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Chaekkado: an Artistic Image of a Passion for Books
NO Jaeoki, YANG Jeongmo i

Abstract : Known as chaekkado #Z[E (literally “bookshelf painting”), Korean still-life paintings first
appeared during the eighteenth century of the late Choson dynasty, promoted by King Jeongjo at court
and established firmly as a legitimate painting subject among court painters.

This paper examines chaekkado painting from the point of space depiction and its intention in relation
with King Jeongjo. In the first half, we look for the origins of chaekkado’s drawing pattern and its subject
matter, comparing diverse sources from Chinese paintings, such as new year pictures (fEMj, &),
architectural decoration (B:3&FR ), interior decoration (%l%52% fiilj), and genre painting (JEU#IH). Based on
this comparison, we draw a conclusion that chaekkado appears to be modified form of the Chinese
paintings of duobaoge (%% [4), “cabinets of many treasures”, which feature decorative displays of
luxurious objects in interior settings, but with different purpose.

In the latter half, we closely examine the opinion that chaekkao painting was used as a personal and
political propaganda tool by King Jeongjo. More precisely speaking, he viewed it personally as a substitute
for reading and studying, and politically, as a deliberate way to admonish high bureaucrats against reading
inappropriate books. Finally, we discuss the possibility of chaekkado painting as a depiction of an ideal
space, where King Jeongjo is absorbed into his own imagination and travels to an ideal world
transcending reality, the artistic practice of wayu ([iMff), voyage in mind. In this way, we suggest the

word wayu as the principal approach to viewing artistic images of chaekkado.

Keywords : Chaekkado, King Jeongjo, ideal space, wayu (voyage in mind), duobaoge
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